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By AvivA Hoffmann, President, PMGR 

This year has flown by so fast – it’s almost a blur. De-

spite the lingering challenges of the pandemic, the 

club managed to hold very meaningful in-person (and 

online) events. I am especially proud of the “Brits in 

the Valley” weekend car show we hosted in Septem-

ber. This was truly a weekend to remember. Our club 

really made the year special with so many events and 

activities for our members – including the many ORF 

drives and lunches, the Dunwoody 4th of July Parade 

and the gathering at the Flexners’ house, our annual 

club picnic, many car shows, stellar tech sessions, and 

our club meetings both in-person and virtual. I know I 

collected many great memories this year, thanks to 

PMGR. I hope the club helped create many fond re-

membrances for you too. 

As I look ahead to 2022, I’d like to thank you all for 

the privilege of serving as the PMGR President this 

year. I also extend a heartfelt THANK YOU to our 

board members and our amazing lineup of officers 

who helped us continue the great traditions of our 

club. Your volunteer service helps keep our club thriv-

ing! Thank You to each Committee Chair! 

VP & Events Coordinator - Blake Aasgaard 
Secretary & Treasurer – Larry Norton 
Newsletter – Madell Dobrushin 
Webmaster & Membership – Steve Ratcliffe 
Technical Co-Directors – Reinout Vogt & Phil O’Brien 
Regalia – Reinout Vogt 
Historian – Erich Starzinger 
Social Media – Kathy Orkin 
Charity – Abe Cheij 
Of course, I can’t forget to thank our wonderful, su-

per cool, club members! As I write this, we are just 

four members shy of 200! That is incredible – espe-

cially during a challenging year where we still had to 

limit our social gatherings. I encourage you to contin-

ue joining us for club activities but also to consider 

giving back by serving as an officer, committee chair 

or by hosting or organizing a club event! The rewards 

for getting more involved in this club are numerous. 

As I get ready to pass on the presidential hat to Blake 

Aasgaard, I am excited for the next year and how he 

will lead our club. His energy is contagious, and he 

will continue to make our club events a success. He 

put a lot of work into planning our Holiday Party, and 

I look forward to seeing many of you December 5 at 

the Atlanta Motorsports Park in Dawsonville 

(beginning at noon). At this party, we’ll also mix in 

some brief business to vote on our contribution to 

our club’s charity this year, the Georgia Mountain 

Food Bank, and we’ll confirm and introduce our 2022 

slate of officers. 

When you’re done with the holiday celebrations and 

have ushered in the new year, make a point to attend 

our PMGR General Meeting January 9, 2022, begin-

ning at 5:00 p.m. at Vintage Pizzeria, 5510 Chamblee 

Dunwoody Rd, Dunwoody, GA 30338. This is our 

“Planning Meeting” where you’ll get the opportunity 

to ensure we put events on our radar that mean the 

most to YOU, our club members.   

Please give back to our treasured club with your ideas 

and participation! Wishing you a safe and happy holi-

day season and – of course – Safety Fast! on all of 

your MG travels and gatherings. 
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It was great to see everybody at the Olde Blind Dog Pub once again, even 
though I had my tail feathers handed to me in the venerable Mike "Cook's 
Contest".  But a miserable defeat isn't so miserable when facing (for a few 
glorious seconds) the likes of Steve Ratcliffe and Larry Norton!  
 
We're looking very tidy in our preparations for The Peachtree MG Registry 
at Atlanta Motorsports Park for our club holiday gathering, with what ap-
pears to be a very memorable event, and have fifty-three of our members 
& guests already signed up for attendance. 
 
Here's the list as of 0600hrs, 15NOV2021: 

Blake & Karyn Aasgaard 

Philip Preston 

Brad Dryden 

Joe & Lyn Rushing 

Erich Starzinger 

Larry Norton 

Jay Franklin 

Tom Hoppe 

Dave Peck 

Dan & Malissa Bosso 

AvivA Hoffman 

Oliver Hoffman 

John & Gail Tansy 

Wallace & Sue Carlisle 

Jeff Adams 

Theresa Gaffney 

Rick & Cheryl Watts 

Jack & Kathy Orkin 

Larry Ice 

Jim & Bobbie Unger 

Ted & Karen Jefferson 

Barry & Patty Rosenberg 

Reinout & Henneke Vogt 

Paul & Barbara Flexner 

Tom & Linda Couch 

Preston Morgan and Anna Gaylor 

Debbie & Dave Peck 

Mel R Harper & Young Ja Kim 

Bob Regan 

Gene & Joyce Westmoreland 
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Club Officers  and  

Committee Chairs 

President: 

AvivA Hoffmann 

president@peachtreemg.com 

VP & Events Coordinator: 

Blake Aasgaard 

vp@peachtreemg.com 

Secretary/Treasurer: 

Larry Norton 

treasurer@peachtreemg.com 

Technical Co-Directors: 

Reinout Vogt & Phil O’Brien 

tech@peachtreemg.com 

Membership: 

Steve Ratcliffe 

webmaster@peachtreemg.com 

Historian: 

Erich Starzinger 

historian@peachtreemg.com 

Regalia: 

Reinout Vogt 

regalia@peachtreemg.com 

Webmaster: 

Steve Ratcliffe 

webmaster@peachtreemg.com 

Newsletter Editor: 

Madell Dobrushin 

newsletter@peachtreemg.com 
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DECEMBER 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 Holiday 

Party 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  
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December 

December 5th, Holiday Party Atlanta Motorsports Park  , 12 noon to 4:00PM 

Dec 11– Ace Car Show, Gainesville, GA (see flyer) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 8, 2022 Polar Bear Run 

April 22-24, 2022 - Gathering of the Faithful South 

 April 22-23, 2022.  Natchez Euro Fest  www.euro-fest,  

June 19-23, 2022 - MG2022 

September 15-18, 2022 Southeast British Car Festival 2022. 
     at the Dillard House in Dillard, Ga.  
    Registration will be open after the first of the year.  

2022 Save the Dates 
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Think about making a donation 

in honor of a Birthday or  
another Celebration. 

Our 2021 Charity 
Georgia Mountain Food Bank 

 

Bosso Melissa 12/13 

Braswell Mary 12/05 

Cohen Heidi 12/24 

Crissey Dennis 12/13 

Curtis Melanie 12/14 

Franklin Brittany 12/09 

Gil Manny 12/14 

Golden Jan 12/17 

Henderson Lee 12/31 

Hill Marianna 12/25 

Holmes Michael 12/13 

Human Judith 12/03 

Ice Larry 12/09 

Jackson Kent 12/18 

Kriwanek Marion 12/14 

Macolino Sheila 12/05 

McKinney Carl 12/12 

Miller Jane 12/17 

Moon William 12/27 

O'Brien Phil 12/08 

Palenske Robin 12/01 

Pernice Peter 12/04 

Rubino Ann-Marie 12/17 

Springfield Richard 12/05 

Wood William 12/11 

Atkinson Linton 01/23 

Brockman John 01/25 

Cheatham Gloria 01/11 

Diaz, Jr. Manuel 01/19 

Guidice Melissa 01/31 

KinKade Rick 01/20 

Kosbab Bruce 01/26 

Laughran Darleen 01/18 

Miller II John 01/04 

Peck David 01/22 

Richards Frank 01/11 

Russell Mike 01/21 

Skilling Abby 01/09 

Tansy Gail 01/14 

Thompson Denise 01/29 

January 
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November meeting minutes: 

Our November meeting was called to order by our President, Aviva Hoffman at approximately 6:10 PM. 

Aviva welcomed every one and we moved on to reports. 

The holiday party was referenced and we have as of the meeting 51 reservations. We expect more will come 

in as the word gets out. 

Treasurer reported the finances are good and the club will be subsidizing the cost of the party.  

Tech sessions – will be scheduling some for later dates. Abe Cheji talked about the session yesterday at Bar-

ry Rosenberg’s. We also raised over $500.00 in donation for the North Georgia Food Bank.  

Regalia – Reinout reported he has some items for sale with him if anyone is interested. 

Newsletter – Articles due by the 15th of the month. Please send them to Madell at any time before so she 

can include in the newsletter.  

Events – Per earlier discussion the next event is the holiday party and election of officers. 

Social media – Facebook. Kathy reported we now have 189 members of the page. 

Charity – North Georgia Food Bank. Abe reported that we have approximately $1600 in donations to date. 

New member Dave Milam introduced himself and said he has a 77 MG Midget. 

Blake did a quick update on the holiday party and what we can expect. Cars on the track will be allowed. 

Mike Cook told us about his experience at Hilton Head with his Isetta and then conducted the trivia game. 

With no further business the meeting was adjourned and everyone was advised to please pay their bill. 

 

Larry Norton 

Secretary/Treasurer 
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It's time to register for the Dec 5th PMGR Holiday Party! 
Atlanta Motorsports Park 
20 Duck Thurmond Road 
Dawsonville, GA 30534 

(678) 381-8527 

20 We’ve missed out on many social occasions because of the pandemic. This year, PMGR wants to 
make it safe and affordable for all of us to gather together and celebrate the holiday season.  As a re-
sult, PMGR is generously subsidizing our holiday party to keep the admission price to a very reasonable 
$15 per attendee. 
 We'll meet at 12:00PM for socializing or whatever, then eat at 1:00PM. The menu will include 
Sliced Beef Brisket, Pulled Pork, Chopped Chicken, a Vegetarian entree, Mac and Cheese, Green Beans 
(vegetarian), BBQ Beans (vegetarian), Holiday Desserts, soft drinks including Sweet Tea. 
 Following the meal, we will have a short meeting to install the 2023 Officers and staff, then there 
will be time for everyone to socialize and participate in the many activities that AMP offers, including possi-
bly driving your LBC on their track!  They are open until 6:00PM 

.https://www.atlantamotorsportspark.com/ 

Please join us for this event and make it an occasion to remember. 
Click on this link to secure your spot and to pay: 

https://peachtreemg.com/Sys/Store/Products/272767 

(Note: Limited tickets are available for purchase at the door, And you must have notified Blake Aasgaard 
in advance as to how many are coming and that you plan to pay at the door.) 

blake.aasgaard@gmail.com   770-265-9227 

To pay in advance (preferred) log in to PeachtreeMG.com and select "Members Only".  Then se-
lect "PMGR Store".  Beneath the Regalia, you will find "PMGR Holiday Party".  There, you have 4 options 
(with instructions) to choose from:  

- Pay there with credit card or PayPal.  

- Or, you can pay by check, following the instructions. 

- Or, you can contact Blake before Dec 2nd that you plan to pay at the door.   

NOTE: If you pay by check or at the door, Blake must know before Dec. 2nd! 

Please sign up as soon as possible to facilitate planning for a fun event.  

https://peachtreemg.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=DHMJsCxahg8nrsQLoK4WRZ0xmk2q%2bsGiP6sVDxa0KBdX4KiDuxaNm5vZ18sJqx3iqWqy3tV4I9o0Nb269c4jrhsA0M2BtLdXeQI8QYBRKl4%3d
https://peachtreemg.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=slTJnNjQv4IzincRcBrsQjPgQFoaZmgpljeL9Gd9QH91TcJA0gF3IFYYvaSw0szPjWL2OW9IEmp0vOHIBW7x883IASR70PDQ87U6U44gF0M%3d
mailto:blake.aasgaard@gmail.com
https://peachtreemg.com/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=tO1R6GIrs%2bWCdOuITkSOBgW62O8pi1iftNdX6PTAPfHwBTF1utve5xHrRKvU7IJIeS68p4p%2foUg3uDG%2bJSlC%2fqFuuqRRbOg5XOaKwRIy38c%3d
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Tuesday Lunch Group 

Paul Flexner 

With all of the challenges that COVID 19 has posed, providing an oasis for us to meet, greet, share a beer 

and some lunch has been a key element to our continued involvement with our MG’s.  Gathering each week 

anywhere from 4 to 12 guys and an occasional gal have met at the Iron Horse Tavern in Historic Norcross.  

We address tech issues with our MG’s, compare notes on our favorite sports teams, gab on and on about 

anything and everything important or not.  It’s great just to be together on the porch without all of the pres-

sures of daily living.  We come from Gainesville, Dacula, Grayson, Marietta, and many other locales around 

the city.  Please join us on any Tuesday at Noon for some good conversation.  

(We may have to move inside if the temps drop to unreasonable levels as we move through the winter 

months.) 

 

Email Paul at PAF20@TC.COLUMBIA.EDU if you are interested in attending or have questions.  

 

Iron Horse Tavern  

29 Jones St NW #2505, Norcross, GA 30071 
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        As most of you are aware, Peachtree MG Registry elected to partner with Georgia Mountain Food Bank 
as the club’s supported charity for 2021. With offices and facilities located in Gainesville, GA, the GMFB oper-
ates in partnership with 70 other agencies to provide food needs to over 50,000 of our fellow Georgians liv-
ing in Forsyth, Dawson, Hall, Lumpkin and Union County. 

        Through the date of this update, via direct contributions and donations raised at various meetings, ORF’s 
and car meets, the club has raised in excess of $1,000 for the GMFB. Many thanks to those who have already 
contributed. Based on the purchasing ability of GMFB that translates into over 5,000 meals for needy Geor-
gians. But we are not finished yet, there is still ample time to make a contribution to this effort – details be-
low. 

        On October 13, in place of the traditional ORF, a rag tag band of Peachtree MG members drove to the 
GMFB facility to work sorting food and provide direct food contributions. Thanks very much to Tom 
Nadelhoffer, our ORF coordinator, for setting this up. Tom Nadelhoffer, Wally Carlisle, Mike Cook, Joe Tew, 
Tom Hoppe, Gene Westmoreland, Steve Radcliffe and I met up at the Dawsonville I-Hop, enjoyed a very nu-
tritious breakfast and then travelled to the GMFB facility. Despite the lack of winding roads for this trip, we 
did have Steve’s MGB and Wally’s MGA in attendance. To everyone’s delight, Tom Hoppe showed up driving 
his 1949 Desoto – a very cool car. Not to be outdone, Don Funderburk met the group at the facility driving 
one of his MGB’s!  

        After temperature checks (everyone passed), the group met with Denise Bernardi (GMFB Volunteer Co-
ordinator). Denise provided us with a tour of the facility (larger than we expected), answered our many ques-
tions and then explained that we would be preparing some 200 bags of produce for individuals that would be 
coming later in the day. After about an hour and a half the group had filled up two large totes with bags filled 
with fruits and vegetables donated by various supermarkets in the area. Tom Nadelhoffer personally inspect-
ed all the nectarines to ensure no rotten or mushy ones ended up in a donation bag. At the end of our shift, 
Denise weighed the food we had brought to donate and proclaimed it was 162 pounds. Not bad. Many 
thanks to these men for sharing their time for a good cause. 

        Denise also shared with us that volunteer opportunities are available after 5 pm for those who cannot 
come during the day. We will explore this option and share with the club. 

        GMFB has now provided us with a direct link from the Peachtree MG web page to their system that will 
allow individuals to contribute directly. This option also allows the club to track total donations made to 
GMFB. A credit card is an option for making a contribution. Please consider adding this worthy organization 
to your year-end giving options. 

 Abe Cheij 

 

Continued on the next page 
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Year in Review 
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Year in Review con’t 
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Our Travels 

Cars on Kiawah 

Oct. 16, 2021 

Jack and Kathy Orkin 

Cars on Kiawah showcases the evolution of the au-

tomobile from the early 1900s through present day. 

This year there were 280 cars on display including 

everything from eye-catching concours-level cars 

and sleek supercars to classic muscle cars and out-

rageous rat rods.   

Ocean Park on beautiful Kiawah Island, SC is the site 

of the show.  The cars are displayed by country of 

origin, with areas for British, Italian, German, Euro-

pean (Swedish and French), Japanese and the larg-

est and most diverse group, American.  Every year 

they also have a section for a Spotlight Group and 

this year it was the Porsche 356. 

To be accepted for the show, pictures and a descrip-

tion of your car are required along with your regis-

tration.  This is to ensure that they have a wide vari-

ety of cars and not too many of any one model.  We 

were looking forward to going last year but, alas, it 

was canceled, like so many other events.  This year 

the event went on as planned and we were excited 

to be able to attend. 

PMGR club members Jeff Adams and Susan Hunter 

moved from the hustle and bustle of Buckhead two 

years ago to the quiet solitude of Kiawah Island.  

Jeff’s MG TD was also accepted for the show, and 

they invited us to stay with them while we were 

there.  Driving on the backroads from Atlanta to 

Kiawah would be a long drive for one day so we de-

cided to take two days.  The first day we had a very 

nice drive and stopped for the night in Waynesboro, 

Georgia, which is the Bird Dog Capital of the World!  

Who knew?! 
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The next morning was another beautiful top-down 

day as we continued to Kiawah Island.  Driving along 

a scenic backroad highway somewhere around the 

Georgia-South Carolina border we saw a deer run-

ning out of the woods heading for the road.  Luckily, I 

saw it and slowed down, thinking he would see me 

and turn around.  Instead, he just ran right in front of 

us to the other side of the road.  Then, just a few 

minutes later, another younger deer darted across 

the road in front of us.  Wow!  I’ve seen plenty of 

dead deer on the side of the road, but now I’ve had 

two cross my path in just a few minutes.  I was wide 

awake now and focused on the road ahead!  Soon we 

crossed the Kiawah River and entered the island.   

Kiawah is a private island with strict architectural and 

environmental covenants.  As a result, it is spectacu-

larly beautiful with an abundance of wildlife.  We 

were soon at Jeff and Susan’s home where they had 

reserved a space in the garage for our Midget!   

Jeff and Susan’s backyard.  They left Buckhead for this?! 
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To minimize traffic congestion the show, the organ-

izers had staggered times for the cars to enter the 

show field.  As luck would have it, the British group 

was the first to enter at 7:00 AM!  So, Jeff and I got 

the cars cleaned up and ready for an early start the 

next morning.   

Bright and early the next day we left the house 

about 6:45 AM for about a 15-minute drive to the 

show site.  It was a little chilly and quite dark as 

there is little ambient light and no streetlights on 

the island.  We arrived at the staging area and were 

soon checked in and driving along a wide, winding 

sidewalk in the park to the British area where each 

car was carefully directed to its space.  After un-

packing our chairs and getting the cars ready for the 

show, we had time to walk around and look at some 

of the cars on display.  The girls joined us later in 

the morning.  

There was a great number and variety of vehicles on 

display.  The featured marque, the Porsche 356, was 

right next to the British group and there were about 

20 beautiful examples.  The American group was the 

largest and most varied, with everything from Brass 

Era cars, a large group of Model A’s, muscle cars, 

race cars, vintage cars and hot rods.  There was even 

a 1956 Chevy wagon pulling a Chris-Craft boat!  We 

checked out the cars and talked to a lot of people 

who stopped by to chat with us about our cars.  The 

award ceremony at the end of the show had all the 

winning cars drive up to accept their award.  It was a 

great show, well-organized and held in a beautiful 

setting. 
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Dual quads?  Three dueces?  

 How about a Lamborghini Miura 

with Quad 3-barrel Webers! 
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1929 Lincoln Touring 7 passenger 
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A huge thank you to Jeff and Susan for being won-

derful hosts and tour guides!  They showed us some 

interesting local sites as well as some of the local 

wildlife!  During our short visit we saw deer, a bald 

eagle checking out a neighbor’s rooftop for a poten-

tial nest site, dolphins feeding in the river and alliga-

tors basking in the sun on a golf course! 

Deer posing for a picture!   

 

Alligator on the golf course.  
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The Angel Oak estimated to be 400 years old. 
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ORF 
November 17, 2021 
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Photos  on this page 

by 

Gary Whiting 

More ORF 
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Continued on the next page 

Episode #9 – Good News!  – “Big Red” is a 1977 MGB Roadster. “It is time for some good news!” In the 

darkest hours of our life, we all need, and desire to hear, some good news! The owner of “Big Red” wanted 

his MGB to be part of bringing good news to those who would be present and willing to hear it.  

       This story begins when Doug and Debra decided to write a play about Christmas that would be pre-

sented to the community in which they lived. Because their church had the largest auditorium in the com-

munity, they chose to present this play in that venue. This production would include orchestra, vocalists, 

many children, script readers, actors, special stage settings and backdrops. But one thing was missing. 

What was missing was a sleigh that could be used to deliver the Christmas gifts! Since Doug and Debra 

loved MGBs, they decided to use a red MGB to serve as the sleigh in the Christmas Community Play! But 

the MGB they owned was not the right color. Therefore, they asked me to help find a red MGB. That’s 

when our friend Bill entered the picture. When the idea of the play and the sleigh was explained, Bill imme-

diately said: “absolutely, you’re welcomed to use it to bring some good news during this difficult December 

month.” So, a star was born! “Big Red” became a celebrity and the center piece of the staging for the 

Christmas Community Play as it was driven across the stage during multiple performances!  

       The Christmas Community Play was a huge success! It had all the key elements to bring good news to a 

community in need! Many surrounding communities came to participate and rejoice in the pageantry and 

good news being presented! Perhaps you too need to hear good news again today, as it was given in the bib-

lical accounts recorded for us by God. “Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of 

the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them. Do not be afraid, for 

behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Such was the message of this Christmas Community Play. Over 
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the three days of performances, there were nearly six thousand people who came to hear good news dur-

ing this particular Christmas season! Amazing!  

       This MG experience confirmed some life lessons about the delivering of good news. Here’s a few les-

sons that have encouraged us along the way: (1) Good news comes to us in the most unique ways. For 

those biblical shepherds, the good news came at the darkest part of the night, delivered by an angel. Even 

our MGBs, like the one used in this play, can be used to deliver good news to people. How many times have 

you driven your MG to a fund raiser event to help those in need of good news; or, to the hospital to visit a 

sick friend in need of a word of encouragement, or, to deliver food to someone confined at home because of 

their need, or, to drive someone to a needed appointment, or, to take a drive to talk privately with someone 

about their loss, grief, or struggle, or, to (you fill in the blank) Regardless of the way the message is deliv-

ered, the fact remains that God knows all of us need to hear the good news He brings! And we MG lovers 

get to be part of it!  (2)  Good news is meant to be shared. One of the ways we show kindness to others is 

through the good news we share. If you know something that will benefit another person, then sharing it 

will be good news to them. Can you think of any good news to share with someone? Then let this Christmas 

Holiday season be a time of sharing that good news! Perhaps, like us, you too love this season of the year. 

We’ve found the Christmas Holidays to be a season of sharing, giving, loving, forgiving, and rejoicing! So, 

Joyce and I would like to wish you a Merry Christmas! May this Christmas season be filled with good news 

that will encourage you and your family!  

        Oh, by the way, I had the privilege and responsibility to drive “Big Red” in the Christmas Community 

Play! My part was to wave, shout Merry Christmas, drive, and wipe off the thousands of fingerprints left on 

the MGB by the children between the various show times! Great fun! Thank you, Bill! Also, a big Thank You 

to all our car club members for letting us share our MG experiences with you! Please stay well! And, Safety, 

Fast! Call, text, or email us as needed. We’re here to serve and listen to your life stories! Joyce and I would 

love to hear from you! Merry Christmas!  

Rev. Manuel & Joyce Diaz - Contact Information:  

(813/390-3721/323-7592) 

2605 Bucknell Drive; Valrico, Florida 3359 

    mdiaz@mccullaghandscott.com 

mailto:mdiaz@mccullaghandscott.com
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This piece of art is printed on the front 
and back cover of a bi-fold card and 
when opened, presents a continuous 
scene. It is entitled “The Bull Rushes’ 
and is by artist Chris Basely and pub-
lished by Malcon Bradburn. The MG 
looks like a PB from the mid-30’s. 
  

Christmas Lights 
A Holiday card by C.J. Bazeley 
 
The card was sold in aid of BEN, an English chari-
ty founded in 1905, to provide “help and care, in 
times of need, for current and retired employ-
ees, and their dependents, from the motor, 
commercial vehicle, motorcycle, cycle, agricul-
ture engineering and allied trades and indus-
tries.” and published by The Almanac Gallery. 
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A red MGA with a black hardtop on Campground Overbos in Hooglanderveen in The Netherlands. 
 
Hooglanderveen is right in the middle of the Netherlands, maybe 10 miles from where we grew up. It was 
just the smallest of villages but it was right by one of the busiest intersections of the major Easy-West and 
North-South highways, called Hoevelaken. You could actually see the campground and the small lake from 
the road and we always wondered why anybody would ever want to camp there. As you can see they did, 
and the set-ups don’t look like just overnighters either. 
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I had a great time teaching a tech clinic this morning for several old British car clubs in the Atlanta area. Had 
over 30 people show up starting at 9:00. Some had to get up pretty early to make it to the mountains in time. 
Some were even brave enough to ride with their tops down on a very cold morning. The Peachtree MG Regis-
try, the Atlanta MG club, hosted the event starting with coffee and danish and ended with burgers, dogs and 
trimmings. It was a charity fund raiser for our charity this year, the North Georgia Foodbank. We raised over 
$500 which can buy 2,500 meals! Thanks to all those who helped, Abe who made arrangements and help set 
up; Tom who cooked all the food and Don who helped teach. And thanks to those who attended and their 
donations. Let's do it again soon.  

Barry Rosenberg 
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More Tech Session Photos 
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The Rise and Fall of British Racing Green 

by Peter Robinson 

 

Why is British Racing Green British? Well, the history goes back to the beginning of the century (that’s the 

20th. century for the young kids on the block!).   In 1902 the Gordon Bennett Race was won for the first time 

by an Englishman named Selwyn Francis Edge in a Napier.  In his honor, the British were entrusted with the 

organization of the 1903 affair.  The British authorities however would not permit this race to be held on Eng-

lish roads -since organized racing was illegal (remember the Brooklands circuit -the world's first purpose-built 

motorsport venue was not opened until 1907, and the Indianapolis Motor Speedway was spawned from 

Brooklands in 1909).  By a special act of parliament, certain public roads in Ireland were permitted to be used 

(note that at this time, the now Republic of Ireland was still part of British dependant territory).  As a compli-

ment to the Irish, all English cars were painted dark green (and of course this was the era when generally all 

cars were painted black).  Hence the origin of British Racing Green (BRG).   

When closed circuit and staged racing on public and private roads became popular in Europe, there was 

much rivalry between both marques and nations.  There was particular rivalry between Britain and Italy.  

When events were held in Italy, the crowds urged on the red Ferraris, and made sure that the road gates 

(this was the era before the advent of cattle grids -or cattle guards in US English, preventing livestock from 

migrating to a neighbor’s field) were wide open to give the cars an uninterrupted run.  However, when the 

green British cars were spotted in the distance, the locals would leisurely open the gates, effectively slowing 

their run!  The Brits subsequently overcame this problem by painting their cars red, to the confusion of the 

excited Italian spectators.  This, along with corporate sponsoring and advertising led to the demise of BRG as 

a national racing color.  

The appeal of British Racing Green has ebbed and flowed with fashion over the years, but as late as 1996 

green was the top color choice in new car sales in the UK including metallic variants.  Personally I am very 

partial to the color, although my ’79 MGB is the slightly lighter Brooklands Green -as were all later MGs.  

Where does Brooklands Green come from?  …well, that is another story! 



 

33  
©Peachtree Registry 2021 

www.LBCarCo.com 
29311 Aranel  

Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

Phone: (248) 489-0022 

Email: LBCarCo@LBCarCo.com 

 

 

Enjoy this week’s event and please keep us in mind for your shopping throughout 
the year. Parts for restoration & maintenance are our main business – always at dis-
counted prices. We have the parts you need, the convenience you want & a low-
er price than you thought you would pay. We’re an authorized distributor for Moss 
Motors, Pertronix, Moto-Lita, Gunson & more. And we have quality automotive ac-
cessories & gifts for the British car enthusiast. 

  

http://www.lbcarco.com/
mailto:LBCarCo@LBCarCo.com

